Saints Together

Relational Dynamics for Kingdom People, pt.2

Now concerning the betrothed, I have no command from the Lord, but I give
my judgment as one who by the Lord's mercy is trustworthy. 26 I think that in
view of the present distress it is good for a person to remain as he is. 27 Are
you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do
not seek a wife. 28 But if you do marry, you have not sinned, and if a
betrothed woman marries, she has not sinned. Yet those who marry will
have worldly troubles, and I would spare you that. 29 This is what I mean,
brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now on, let those
who have wives live as though they had none, 30 and those who mourn as
though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were
not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31 and those
who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the
present form of this world is passing away.
32 I

want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about
the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord.33 But the married man is
anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, 34 and his interests are
divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things
of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is
anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. 35 I say this for
your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good
order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.

36 If

anyone thinks that he is not behaving properly toward his betrothed, if
his passions are strong, and it has to be, let him do as he wishes: let them
marry—it is no sin. 37 But whoever is firmly established in his heart, being
under no necessity but having his desire under control, and has determined
this in his heart, to keep her as his betrothed, he will do well. 38 So then he
who marries his betrothed does well, and he who refrains from marriage will
do even better.
39 A

wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband
dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the
Lord. 40 Yet in my judgment she is happier if she remains as she is. And I
think that I too have the Spirit of God.
I Corinthians 7:25-40

Reminder of last Sunday’s 3 Pauline convictions arching over this
chapter:
Kingdom 1st: “The King REIGNS in his kingdom.” Our God reigns!
KINGDOM > Circumstances
Marriage is a GIFT of God for those who are married.
*Let’s add one more: Singleness also is a gift when that is GOD’S PLAN.
What is driving Paul’s concern in this passage? His belief that:
The time is SHORT. (29 ff.) It’s a time for radically CHRISTCENTERED kingdom living.
It’s a time of distress. (26) An ANXIOUS time. (32 ff.) Responsibilities
weigh heavily.
Paul’s personal goal: undivided DEVOTION to the Lord. (35)
That might mean keeping your passions PURE by marrying. (36)
Unhindered by sexual sin and distracting TEMPTATION.
That might mean remaining SINGLE so that your devotion is
UNDIVIDED.
Truth: after a spouse’s death you are FREE to do what is best (in
the LORD!)
Our goal: to be DEVOTED to our Father in every walk of life! Our God
reigns!

