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“The Holiness of God” 

After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, 
which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show 
you what must take place after this.” 2 At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne 
stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne. 3 And he who sat there had the 
appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the throne was a rainbow that had the 
appearance of an emerald. 4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on 
the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on 
their heads. 5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of 
thunder, and before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven 
spirits of God, 6 and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. 

And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes 
in front and behind: 7 the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like 
an ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like 
an eagle in flight. 8 And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of 
eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease to say, 

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 
    who was and is and is to come!” 

9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is 
seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down 
before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. 
They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 

11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, 
    to receive glory and honor and power, 
for you created all things, 
    and by your will they existed and were created.” 

           
Revelation 4 
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“Neither the writer nor the reader of these words is qualified to appreciate the 
holiness of God…We know nothing like the divine holiness. It stands apart, 
unique, unapproachable incomprehensible and unattainable. The natural man is 
blind to it. He may fear God’s power and admire his wisdom, but his holiness he 
cannot even imagine.” 

   A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy 
 
Holy HOLY Holy 
  

The scene in Revelation 4 
 

The prophet Isaiah saw it too! Isaiah 6 “in the year that king Uzziah died” 
 
 A hymn we love 
 
 A crucial truth our world ignores to its PERIL 
 
Looking at God’s HOLINESS from two directions: 
 
 Apartness, OTHERNESS, transcendent MAJESTY, beauty and splendor 
 
  Exodus 3:1-6 
 
 PURITY, absolute goodness, unequaled RIGHTEOUSNESS 
 
Our human PRIDE causes us to IGNORE and DENY the holiness of God. Danger! 
 
“Be HOLY as I am holy.”  
 

As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your 
former ignorance, 15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in 
all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

  I Peter 1:14-16 
 

How can this possibly be? Only one way: JESUS!  
 

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil 
deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order 

to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if 
indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the 

hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all 
creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

Colossians 1:21-23 


