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Self-Sufficiency of God 

Bible Reading – Acts 17:22-31 

22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in 

every way you are very religious. 23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of your 

worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore 

you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and 

everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25 

nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all 

mankind life and breath and everything. 26 And he made from one man every nation of 

mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the 

boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way 

toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28 for 

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 

as even some of your own poets have said, 

“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 

29 Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver 

or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30 The times of ignorance God 

overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed 

a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; 

and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
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Understanding God’s Self-Sufficiency 

 We must know who GOD is to know who WE are  

 Self-sufficiency of God = God NEEDS and OWES nothing to what He has made 

 Means that God stands OUTSIDE of creation 

What does this tell us about God? 

 God’s being is totally UNIQUE – Romans 11:33-34 

 God has a VOLUNTARY relationship with all of His creation 

  The word “NECESSARY” is wholly foreign to God - Psalm 50:10-12 

 It helps us to better understand the relationship within the TRINITY 

  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit exist in perfect LOVE, GLORY, and FELLOWSHIP – John 17:5, 24  

 God is necessarily SOVEREIGN 

What does this tell us about man? 

 MANKIND is not the center of the universe 

  This is GOOD NEWS, since it means that God freely chose to create us! 

  Our life is a gift from God and SUSTAINED by God – Colossians 1:15-17 

 It reveals our ULTIMATE PURPOSE in life 

To bring GLORY to God – “That God exists for Himself and men for the glory of God is the  

emphatic teaching of the Bible” – Dr. Wayne Grudem 

  Unbelief is actually PERVERTED faith – to put trust not in living God, but dying man 

What does this mean for us? 

 We can have CONFIDENCE in addressing the ultimate questions of existence 

 We need to evaluate our MOTIVES for service 

  IDOLATRY can creep into service  

 We can be joyful for we have ULTIMATE VALUE 

To be significant to God is to be SIGNIFICANT in the most ultimate sense – Isaiah 62:3-5; 

Zephaniah 3:17 

 Shows us the ultimate gift that JESUS is! 

  Jesus is God’s MAJESTY sheathed in HUMAN NATURE – Hebrews 1:1-3 

 


