
Pastor Dana Olson July 10, 2022 

 
 

“God and gods: Why the Character of God Matters” 
 
The Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him there and proclaimed 
the name of the Lord. 6 The Lord passed before him and 
proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping 
steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, 
but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
on the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth 
generation.” 8 And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth and 
worshiped. 
        Exodus 34:5-8 
 
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For 
this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 
        II Corinthians 3:18 
 
“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most 
important thing about us.” ― A.W. Tozer 
 
“Every time we mention God we become theologians, and the only 
question is whether we are going to be good ones or bad ones.” 
         
“Disregard the study of God, and you sentence yourself to stumble and 
blunder through life blindfolded, as it were, with no sense of direction and 
no understanding of what surrounds you. This way you can waste your life 
and lose your soul.” 
        Both quotes J.I. Packer  
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1. Nothing can be more important than having a true understanding of God and 
more: knowing God PERSONALLY.  

 
We cannot know him except for this: God REVEALS himself in 
SCRIPTURE 
 

2. A false notion of who God is has always been, IS NOW, and will always be, a 
DISASTER.  

 
That is IDOLATRY. And our hearts are idol factories.  
 
Idolatry is common TODAY, just as it has been for thousands of years.  
 

3. Scripture reveals the character of God: a glorious diamond PERFECT in 
every facet.  

 
This series is a study of those facets, called God’s ATTRIBUTES. 
 

4. To know and love JESUS CHRIST is to know, love, and worship the living 
God! 

 
Hebrews 1:1-3     Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 
fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 

whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the 
world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 
and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification 

for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high… 
 


