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Vital Signs: Baptism 

Today: “Baptism and the King’s Agenda” 
 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 
         Matthew 28:18-20 

Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the 
rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to 
them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far 
off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other 
words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves 
from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, 
and there were added that day about three thousand souls. 42 And they devoted 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers. 

         Acts 2:37-42 

While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the 
word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter 
were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the 
Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. 
Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded 
them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain 
for some days. 
         Acts 10:44-48 
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Jesus is the KING!  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 
 
The King’s Agenda: MAKE DISCIPLES (Note: it’s the verb. The command. The 
commission.) 
 
 GOING - our gospel mission is to proclaim Christ to all the peoples 
 
 BAPTIZING - in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 
 
  The converts to Christ bear witness PUBLICLY of their faith. 
 
 TEACHING - the new converts to walk in the obedience of faith, following Christ 
 
Question: Did the new church OBEY this commission to make disciples and BAPTIZE 
them?  
 
 Acts 2 - most certainly YES! Peter preached the gospel of Jesus Christ 
 

Repent - TURN and get right with God through faith in Jesus  
 
  Be BAPTIZED - publicly profess your faith in Jesus 
 
  Receive the HOLY SPIRIT as God the Father’s gift to you. 
 
  Essentially ONE EVENT in this new, healthy, balanced church (see v.42). 
 
 
 Acts 10 - most certainly YES and to the GENTILES as well as the Jews.  
 
  When JESUS said, “all nations/peoples/ethnicities” he meant it! 
 

Baptism was warranted because there was CLEAR EVIDENCE of the Spirit’s 
work. 

 
   Gentiles were being CONVERTED to Christ, so they were baptized. 
 
The King’s Agenda is our agenda. Gospel ministry is Christ’s command. That includes 
baptism! 


