Sola Christus: Salvation in CHRIST alone.
Acts 4:12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
among men by which we must be saved.”
Sola Fide: Justification by FAITH alone.
Galatians 2:11-21 (ESV)
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But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.
12
For before certain men came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they
came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. 13And the rest of the
Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their
hypocrisy. 14But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I
said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew,
how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”
15

We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16yet we know that a person is not
justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in
Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by
works of the law no one will be justified. 17But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we
too were found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18For if I rebuild
what I tore down, I prove myself to be a transgressor. 19For through the law I died to the law,
so that I might live to God. 20I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me. 21I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness
were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose.

Three Key Words: JUSTIFICATION, FAITH and WORKS
I.

Justification is God’s DECLARATION that we are
RIGHTEOUS before Him.

Romans 5:9-11 (ESV)
9
Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by
him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by
the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.
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More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
have now received reconciliation.

II.

Faith is a firm CONVICTION, belief in the TRUTH.

Romans 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
John 17:17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.
1 John 5:11-13 And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have
life. 13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may
know that you have eternal life.

III. Are good works NECESSARY for justification?
Isaiah 64:6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like
a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
James 2:17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
Romans 14:23 … For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.
Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
After we have taught faith in Christ, we teach good works. “Since you have found Christ by
faith,” we say, “begin now to work and do well. Love God and your neighbor. Call upon God,
give thanks unto Him, praise Him, confess Him. These are good works. Let them flow from a
cheerful heart, because you have remission of sin in Christ.”
Martin Luther, “Commentary on Galatians.”

IV. A PRESENT reality.

Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who
lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself for me.

“If we lose sight of Christ and begin to consider our past, we simply go to pieces. We must
turn our eyes to the brazen serpent, Christ crucified, and believe with all our heart that He is
our righteousness and our life. For Christ, on whom our eyes are fixed, in whom we live, who
lives in us, is Lord over Law, sin, death and all evil.”
Martin Luther, “Commentary on Galatians.”

