
 

 

 

 

GENESIS 4 – THE SERPENT STRIKES. GOD’S PROMISE PREVAILS. 
 
Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the help 
of the Lord.” And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of 
the ground. In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel 
also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his 
offering, but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. The Lord 
said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted? 
And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over 
it.” 

 
Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and 
killed him. Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my 
brother's keeper?” And the Lord said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood is crying to 
me from the ground. And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your 
brother's blood from your hand. When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You 
shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is greater than I can 
bear. Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall 
be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” Then the Lord said to him, 
“Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the Lord put a mark on Cain, 
lest any who found him should attack him. Then Cain went away from the presence of the Lord and settled 
in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 

 
Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. When he built a city, he called the name of the city 
after the name of his son, Enoch. To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad fathered Mehujael, and Mehujael fathered 
Methushael, and Methushael fathered Lamech. And Lamech took two wives. The name of the one was Adah, 
and the name of the other Zillah. Adah bore Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in tents and have 
livestock. His brother's name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who play the lyre and pipe. Zillah also 
bore Tubal-cain; he was the forger of all instruments of bronze and iron. The sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah. 

 
Lamech said to his wives: 
 
“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; 
    you wives of Lamech, listen to what I say: 
I have killed a man for wounding me, 
    a young man for striking me. 
If Cain's revenge is sevenfold, 
    then Lamech's is seventy-sevenfold.” 

 
And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and called his name Seth, for she said, “God has appointed 
for me another offspring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him.” To Seth also a son was born, and he called his 
name Enosh. At that time people began to call upon the name of the Lord. 

 
 



GENESIS 4:1-26 – THE SERPENT STRIKES. GOD’S PROMISE PREVAILS. 
 

MAIN IDEA: The serpent’s strikes in a sinful world are SEVERE, but God’s promise PREVAILS 
according to his plans.  

 

THE SERPENT STRIKES (4:1-16) 
 

• DESCENDANTS:  
o Adam and Eve’s offspring were both born in SIN, but with HOPE in the one who 

would bruise the serpent’s head. 

▪ Cain is revealed to be a man of EVIL – self-righteous and murderous like the 
serpent, offering an unacceptable sacrifice. 

• “We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his 
brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil 
and his brother's righteous.” – 1 John 3:12 

 
▪ Abel is revealed to be a man of FAITH – who seeks God for his righteousness, 

offering an acceptable sacrifice. 

• “By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, 
through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him 
by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still 
speaks.” – Hebrews 11:4 

 

• DEPARTURE:  

o Cain is shown MERCY by God, who spares his life and protects him. 
o Cain departs from the LORD’s PRESENCE.  

 

EVIL ESCALATES (4:17-24) 
 

• DESCENDANTS: Cain’s offspring seems to DISREGUARD the LORD. 

• DEPRAVITY: Lamech is a man of DEATH – murderous like the serpent 
 

THE PROMISE PREVAILS (4:25-26) 
 

• DESCENDANTS: Adam and Eve give birth to Seth. HOPE is restored. 

• DEVOTION: The descendants of Seth CALL UPON the name of the LORD 

o “For ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’” – Romans 10:13 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
Satan tries repeatedly to destroy the “offspring of the woman.”  

“Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was of the number of the twelve. He went 
away and conferred with the chief priests and officers how he might betray him to them.” – 
Luke 22:3-4 

 

And while he may strike at the heel, he is ultimately dealt a mortal blow to the head.  
“Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 
things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil,” – Hebrews 2:14 

 


