
LOVE GOD’S WORD & PRAYER 
New Testament Challenge 2020 

At Faith Baptist Fellowship, we Love God’s Word and Prayer. Hearing a 
sermon at church on Sunday mornings alone isn’t enough to be 
considered a healthy diet of God’s word and prayer. We strongly believe 
that every growing disciple of Jesus needs to be regularly hearing from 
God through his word and personally speaking back to God through 
prayer. 

We are challenging everyone to read through the entire New 
Testament in 2020 – one chapter per day, five days per week. If 
regular Bible reading is not yet a habit of yours, this is a great way to get 
started! As always, we will provide devotional thoughts and helpful prayer 
points on the passages. The weekend material will prepare you for the 
upcoming Sunday sermon as well as provide some discussion help for 
Faith Groups. 

We recommend you set aside at least 15-20 minutes a day for this plan 
and prayer. If you fall behind, just start on the current day. Try to develop 
the habit of reading at the same time and place. We suggest having a 
journal and pen for answering questions and recording your thoughts and 
insights. Happy Bible Reading! 

 

Monday, July 6 
Read Acts 21:1-40 

THINK: In this case the prophecy of trouble for Paul upon arrival in 
Jerusalem was accurate, but the interpretation (“trouble ahead, so 
don’t go”) was incorrect. What lesson can we learn from Paul’s 
steadfast determination to go to Jerusalem even though he was 
clearly warned that trouble brewed there? Notice how the 
relationship between the OT law and the gospel of Jesus Christ was  
a confusing issue (it was then, and it can be now). Why was Paul 
urged to join with those under a vow?  
 

PRAY: Sometimes we think we ought to avoid difficulty at all costs. 
But that is not the biblical way. If trouble comes because of faith in 
Christ--for allegiance to the way of the gospel--so be it. Ask God to 
help those currently being persecuted for the name of Jesus. Ask 
God to help you be steadfast and loyal to Christ no matter what the 
cost. Pray also for Pastor Dave Vilhauer and Evonne during this 
period of sabbath rest. Ask God to make their time fruitful and 
personally helpful and restful.  



Tuesday, July 7 
Read Acts 22:1-30 

THINK: How would you describe Paul’s defense to the crowd there 
at Jerusalem? According to Paul, what changed his direction from a 
persecutor of Christians to a powerful witness to Christ? What about 
his testimony caused an uproar? What fact saved Paul from a 
severe scourging? Isn’t this an amazing story? Dr. Luke tells the 
story in a powerful, truly inspired way! What can you learn from 
Paul’s testimony in this chapter and how Luke records the scene?  

PRAY: Thank God for the Apostle Paul’s transformed life and 
powerful gospel testimony. Ask God to help you prepare and share 
your own testimony of faith in Christ and how God’s grace and Spirit 
have changed you. Ask God for grace and courage to share your 
own testimony with others during this “Covid Summer” of 2020. Pray 
by name for those in your sphere of influence who need Jesus. The 
days are counting down now until “VBS in a Bucket!” Pray that the 
total number of children impacted would actually multiply because of 
the present circumstances. Pray for Angela and her team of 
volunteers.  

Wednesday, July 8 
Read Acts 23:1-35 

THINK: Why did Ananias have Paul struck on the mouth? Paul 
shrewdly caused a ruckus by bringing up what subject (an important 
difference between the Pharisees and Sadducees)? How did the 
two parties squabble? How intense did it get? Whom did God use to 
protect Paul from the plot to kill him? How did Paul get from one city 
to another? Doesn’t this read like a great thriller? Luke is a gifted 
writer!  

PRAY: When you read that Ananias had Paul smacked on the 
mouth, did you feel the sting? Luke’s account helps us feel both the 
gravity and the grace of the situation, as God protected Paul and 
delivered him in order that he might bear a mighty witness of the 
gospel to men in power. Pray for a mighty witness to Christ and his 
gospel today in our present circumstance! Pray for God to open 
doors all over the world for witnesses to herald the good news of 
Jesus Christ to a hurting and lost world. Pray for your own witness 
to Christ. Ask God to move in a mighty way to bring both revival to 
the church of Jesus Christ and spiritual awakening in our country 
and world. Pray for a missionary you love. 



Thursday, July 9 
Read Acts 24:1-27 

THINK: How did Tertullus first butter up Felix? What charge did 
Tertullus then bring against Paul? [note he says, “throughout the 
world”!] How would you characterize Paul’s response before Felix? 
Paul wisely states the areas of agreement he has with his accusers 
(worship of the God of the fathers, resurrection of the just and the 
unjust, etc.). In God’s providence, what did the long period of “house 
arrest” allow Paul to do?  
 

PRAY: Pray a prayer of praise for the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
and the promise of our own resurrection to eternal life! Praise God 
also for his divine providence which allowed the gospel to be 
preached to rulers and those in great authority, and also allowed 
Paul to write many of his letters to the churches, preserved today in 
our New Testament. These amazing chapters repeatedly show us 
the beauty of God’s providence in bringing about the spread of 
gospel. Hallelujah! All glory to God. 
 

Friday, July 10 
Read Acts 25:1-27 

THINK: Politics! There is nothing new under the sun. A change of 
administration only brings more delay; neither Felix nor Festus 
knows what to do with Paul. Like Jesus before Pontius Pilate, they 
find no fault with Paul. Yet politically they want to do the Jews a 
favor. Who is the third politician who now enters the case? What 
does our writer, Dr. Luke, want us to understand about these 
circumstances related to the Apostle Paul? What can we learn from 
these circumstances that may be helpful to us today?  
 

PRAY: Like Jesus, Paul had committed no crime and was falsely 
imprisoned. Yet God had his plan and purpose to fulfill. Sometimes 
we wonder, “What in the world are you doing, God?”  Paul’s life 
reminds us that God’s wisdom and providence are perfect and worth 
trusting in the most trying times of life. “God, help me trust you 
completely in these confusing circumstances today. I believe you 
are doing amazing things, even if I don’t fully understand. Build my 
faith! Help me demonstrate to all around me that my hope and joy 
and confidence come from YOU as I trust in Jesus Christ. Amen!” 
 



Weekend, July 11-12 
Read Genesis 33:1-20     

If you’ve fallen behind this week, consider using these extra days 
to catch up. You can also prepare your heart and mind for this 
Sunday’s worship service. Read the planned sermon text above 
and the thoughts below in advance of Sunday morning’s 
message. If you are in a Faith Group, consider discussing the 
questions below together. 
 

THINK: Pastor Thomas, “Jacob limps toward Esau, having 
encountered God, having received a new name, and God blesses 
the encounter. He protects Jacob and we see a beautiful picture 
of reconciliation between the twins. Jacob sees God’s hand in all 
of this, and he is reminded of his encounter with God when he 
sees Esau’s face.”  
   We too are children of God because of God’s reconciling grace 
and power! Romans 5:10! Hallelujah! Our sin is overcome at the 
cross and our hope is secured in Christ’s resurrection. Blessed be 
the name of the Lord.  
 

PRAY: Pray for Pastor Thomas and Pastor Jayson as they 
preach on this great picture of reconciliation. Just as Jacob is 
surprised by peace with Esau, so we are sweetly surprised by 
peace with God through the cross. Pray a prayer of praise and 
thanksgiving for being reconciled to God.  
 

FAITH GROUP: Share with your group a time when you 
experienced an unexpected and wonderful reconciliation. What 
enabled it to happen? Was forgiveness an important factor in it? 
Discuss the importance of Ephesians 4:31-32 in mending broken 
relationships.  
   Pray for one another regarding currently broken 
relationships that need to be mended by the grace of God.  

 
 


