
STUDY WITH
PROCESS

COMPREHENSION
WHAT DOES IT SAY?

 
 

Look up some cross-references and
write how they enhance your
understanding.  
Read surrounding verses in cross-
referenced passage to put in context .  
F ind cross-references in margins of
study Bible or  on Bible Gateway.com.

Write the passage in your own words.
I f  something tr ips you up,  check:
context ,  dict . / thesaurus,  cross-
references to help you.  This wi l l  force
you to read for  detai l /meaning.  
In the next step,  compare your
paraphrase to the conclusion of
commentators.

Only do after  working through above.
Then you can discern what others say.
Start  with Study Bible notes.  Then read  
more in-depth commentar ies or  teaching
to ref ine your thinking.  
Use trusted commentar ies and look for
agreement/disagreement among them.
Note what st icks out to you.

INTERPRETATION
WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

 
 

APPLICATION
HOW SHOULD IT CHANGE ME?
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Look up words you don't understand in
dictionary. Write defn. or synonym down.
Mark and draw an arrow btw
transit ion words ( i f / then,  therefore,
l ikewise,  but ,  b/c ,  in same manner,
etc . )  and conclusion of  argument.  
Note quest ions in the margin.

What does this passage teach me about
God?
How does this aspect of God's character
change my view of self?

What should I do in response?
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Read the whole book of  the Bible.
Look at  the footnotes.
Note big ideas in the margin.
Read through the book a few more
t imes.
Mark repeated words,  phrases and
ideas in the text you're studying.

Summarize main ideas in your own
words & create a rough out l ine of
the sect ion from the summary
statements.
Note attr ibutes of  God mentioned.
I f  several  points are made in a row,
number them as introduced.
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STUDY WITH...

PURPOSE
 

WHERE DOES THE TEXT FIT INTO
THE BIG STORY OF THE BIBLE?

Who wrote this book of  the Bible?
When was i t  written?
To whom was i t  written?
In what style was i t  written?
(ex.  narrat ive,  poetry,  parable,
etc . )

Why was i t  written? 
What are the book's central
themes?

PERSPECTIVE
 

WHAT IS THE HISTORICAL &
CULTURAL CONTEXT OF THE TEXT?

 

PATIENCE
HOW CAN YOU PATIENTLY SEEK THE LONG-TERM BENEFITS OF STUDY?

 
 

Where does this book f i t  into
the Big Story of  the Bible
(creat ion-fal l-redemption-
restorat ion)?
At what point  in the Big Story
does this book come?  

What part  does i t  p lay in
tel l ing the story of  creat ion-
fal l-redemption-restorat ion?

Resolve not to hurry;  set  a
real ist ic  expectat ion for  your
pace of  study,  focusing on the
long-term goal  of  knowing
God better  through His Word.

 

What t ime s lot /s  do you plan to
study this  week? For how long?
How can you best  ta i lor  your in-
depth study t ime for  your
current season of  l i fe?



STUDY WITH PRAYER

BEFORE YOU STUDY
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Know your own set of insecurities and weaknesses as you set out to study,
and lay them before the Lord. 
Confess that you can't do it and that it feels too hard. 
Confess any sin that might inhibit your study (pride, impatience, etc.). 
Confess your lack of desire.
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Ask the Lord for ears to hear and eyes to see as you study.
Ask Him to help you guard the time you have set aside from distractions.
Ask Him to clear your mind of other concerns. 
Ask Him to reveal His character and your sin. 
Ask Him to make His Word come alive for you in such a way that you know
Him better and see your own need of Him more clearly.

Thank Him that he has revealed Himself in the Bible and that He has given
you the ability to know Him.
Thank Him for time to study. 
Thank Him for the gift of Jesus Christ.

Praise God for giving us the revelation of His will and character in His Word.
Praise Him for being merciful and gracious to grant you the gift of the Bible.
Praise Him for the freedom to study His Word with others.
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STUDY WITH PRAYER

DURING YOUR STUDY
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When you hit a hard passage, ask the Lord to grant understanding. 
If your mind is wandering, ask for help to stay focused. 
If you get frustrated, ask Him to teach you patience and humility.
If you find yourself rushing, ask Him to help you slow down.
If you are besieged with interruptions, ask Him to grant you some peaceful
time, or to help you know if it's time to pack it in for the day.

Thank the Lord when He brings to mind other passages in Scripture that
confirm or reinforce what you are learning in your study. 
Thank Him when you receive correction from the text, or when you are given
an example to follow.
Thank Him each time the gospel reveals itself to you through your study.

Praise God when you make a connection about His character that you hadn't
understood before.
Praise Him when you notice that you are beginning to ask the right questions
of the text on your own. 
Give Him praise when you find yourself enjoying your study, knowing that He
is the origin of that joy.
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Confess when you get frustrated with your study.
Confess if you find it boring.
Tell Him what you would rather be doing or what feels more urgent.
Confess if you chafe against what the passage is asking of you or showing
you.



STUDY WITH PRAYER

AFTER YOU STUDY
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Confess any personal sin that your study time has brought to light. 
Confess your temptation to apply the passage to someone else's sin problem
instead of your own. 
Confess if you let yourself get distracted as you studied. 
Did your study time heighten your awareness of your lack of understanding?
Did you rush to finish? Confess that too.
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Ask the Lord to help you apply what you have learned. Ex. Did learning that
God is gracious reveal your own lack of grace toward someone? 
Ask the Lord to help you act on what you have learned. 
Ask Him to bring to mind what you have studied as you move through your
day and your week. 
If your study time felt fruitless, ask Him to help you trust that there is fruit you
cannot yet see. 
Ask Him to give you the desire to persevere in the learning process. 

Thank the Lord for what He is teaching you.
Thank Him for the gift of personal insight, and for the men and women who
have written the commentaries you use. 
Thank Him specifically for a truth he has shown you during your study. 

Meditate on the aspect of God's character that your study is revealing to you.
Did the passage show God as merciful? Patient? Generous? Wrathful? Holy? 
Praise God for this aspect of who He is. 
If appropriate, pray aloud the passage of Scripture that celebrates that aspect
of God's character.
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SHARE WITH PEOPLE

AFTER YOU STUDY
 

Each week, tell someone outside our group what you learned from God's
Word.
Pray about and identify people with whom you can open God's Word and seek
out opportunities to meet together. 
At the end of this study, we want to challenge you to meet with someone else
and study the Bible using this process as a guide. Aim to meet with either an
unbeliever interested in hearing more about what the Bible says or a younger
or less mature believer.

NOTES


