
 

     At Faith Baptist Fellowship, we Love God’s Word and Prayer 
(Ephesians 6:17-18)! Take the ‘sword of the Spirit’ (God’s Word) and 
persevere in prayer! In this year, ask God each day to speak directly 
to you from the Scripture portions you read. 
     Our plan for 2018 will be taken from the Discipleship Journal Bible 
Reading Plan. Monday-Saturday we will focus on one main devotional 
passage; the additional readings will keep you on track to finish the entire 
Bible in one year. On Sunday, we will have a passage from the upcoming 
Sunday sermon along with questions for Faith Group discussion.   
     We suggest having a notebook and pen for answering questions and 
recording your thoughts/insights. Bring this notebook with you to Faith 
Group for discussions and prayer times. Select a quiet place and 
consistent time to read and pray. 
 

Abbreviations: TAI – Think About It | PP – Prayer Points 

 

Read Nehemiah 4-5 
 

TAI: Last week, we read about the great work being done to rebuild 
the wall around Jerusalem.  What was Sanballat's response? 
Compare the anger of Sanballat (Nehemiah 4:1) to that of 
Nehemiah (5:6).  Was Nehemiah's anger from God?  What about 
Sanballat's anger?  If God's people undertake a good work, and 
others oppose that work, what is the driver to their opposition?  
Faith has undertaken a work on the west side of Sioux Falls.  
Should we expect opposition to that? 
 

PP: If Christians experience opposition, we should follow 
Nehemiah's example in 4:4 to turn to the Lord in prayer.  Turn to 
him now regarding any areas of your life where you are having 
conflict.  Ask for alertness to the schemes of the devil.  Ask for the 
Holy Spirit to be at work to overcome any sources of division or 
conflict within the body of Christ so that the focus can be on 
glorifying God.   
 

Additional readings: Luke 16:19-31; 2 Timothy 1:1-7; Proverbs 10:17-32 



 

Read Nehemiah 6 
 

TAI: Count the number of times that someone had a scheme to harm, 
frighten, or distract Nehemiah in this chapter.  Note the persistence 
of the enemies.  Satan can be like that in the temptations he sends 
our way.  Resolve to keep saying, "No!" to him regardless of repeated 
attempts.  The wall was completed in an incredibly short time.  Who 
got the glory for that?   
 

PP: Praise God for being unstoppable.  Praise him for his ability to 
take a situation that looks impossible and resolve it in a way that 
makes even his enemies acknowledge his greatness.  Take your 
impossible situations, whether they are health, relationships, 
finances, or other, and talk to God about how these are weighing you 
down.  Ask him to resolve them in a way that will bring glory to him.  
The leaders of Faith Baptist are ready to pray with you about 
anything. 
 

Additional readings: Luke 17:1-10; 2 Timothy 1:8-18; Proverbs 11:1-15  

  

 

Read Nehemiah 7 
 

TAI:  It was incredible to have the wall finished.  But what good is a 
wall if the gates are never closed?  Have you ever found that you let 
your guard down after you accomplish a goal?  The constant threats 
that Nehemiah faced in the earlier chapters may have prepared him 
to always be on guard.  What in your life is preparing you to be on 
guard against Satan?  If you wonder about the need for genealogies, 
review Matt 1:1-17 or Luke 3:21-38. 
 

PP: Praise God for always being alert and way ahead of Satan.  Pray 
for the leaders of Faith Baptist to know when and how to be on 
guard.  Ask God to guard the gates of your heart.  Praise God for 
having perfect records of everyone, and what really matters is 
whether you have been adopted by him.  If you are not sure about 
your status, by faith ask Jesus to be your savior so you can be born 
again into God's family. Thank God for desiring to be your Father. 
 

Additional Readings: Luke 17:11-19; 2 Timothy 2:1-13; Proverbs 11:16-31 



 

Read Nehemiah 8 
 

TAI: As Ezra read the Law, what did the people do (verse 5)?  What 
is the tradition at Faith Baptist when Scripture is read at the 
beginning of the Sunday message?  What did the Levites do (verses 
7 and 8)?  What people at Faith fulfill that role now?  The Israelites 
found that they should dwell in booths for a feast during the seventh 
month according to the Law.  Do the people of Faith follow this 
practice?  Why not? 
 

PP:  Praise God for writing Scripture so that we can learn about him 
and his ways.  Ask him to use the Scripture to touch you deeply as 
the Israelites were (verse 9) when they realized how far short of 
God's standard they were.   Thank him that he is your source of joy 
and that you are not saved by following rituals. Thank him for 
providing leaders and teachers who help you to understand the 
Scriptures and apply them to your life. 
 

Additional Readings: Luke 17:20-37; 2 Timothy 2:14-26; Proverbs 12:1-14 

 

Read Nehemiah 9 
 

TAI: In what outward way did the Israelites show that they were 
sorry for their sins? What inward way?  Which do you think God is 
more interested in?  In what way can you show you are sorry for 
sin?  In the prayer of the Levites, can you find the following things 
that describe God? Creator, sustainer, promise-keeper, righteous, 
compassionate, doer, law-giver, forgiver, gracious, merciful, loving, 
faithful, teacher, provider, good, saver, warner, discipliner, great, 
mighty, awesome. 
 

PP: Start at the top of the list above and go through, praising God for 
each of these attributes and talking with him about how he has 
shown each of these in your own life.  Thank him for his unchanging 
ways, such that he has continued to show these traits to generation 
after generation to the present day. 
 

Additional Readings:  Luke 18:1-8; 2 Timothy 3:1-9; Proverbs 12:15-28 
 



 

Read Nehemiah 10 
 

TAI: In chapter 9 there was confession of past sin and praising God.  
This chapter shifts to looking forward.  Do you agree that the 
covenant that the people were going to live under had 3 main pieces 
that could be summarized as follows? (1) They would separate 
themselves from the surrounding peoples, (2) they would follow the 
Law, and (3) they would give God money and goods to  be used as 
sacrifices or to support the Levites.  Jesus fulfilled the law for us.  But, 
are the 10 Commandments still good for  Christians to follow? 
 

PP: Praise God for placing in the human heart a desire to know and 
love him.  Thank him for maintaining a faithful core among the 
Israelites to preserve the line for the coming messiah.  Ask God to 
reveal to you any people, places, things, or practices that you should 
separate yourself from.  Ask for the Holy Spirit to be at work helping 
you live a life that is pleasing to God. 
 

Additional Readings: Luke 18:9-17; 2 Timothy 3:10-17; Proverbs 13:1-12 

 

Read Hebrews 13:1-6  
 

TAI & PP: Hebrews chapter 12 ended with encouragement to offer 
acceptable worship to God.  "Worship" is more than just singing 
songs.  When Christians seek to live in a way that shows God's love 
to the world, that is a form of worship.  Praise God for being love.  
Thank him for the promise that, "I will never leave you nor forsake  
you."  Thank him for desiring to help us.  Ask God to help you show 
his love to others.  Pray for unity in the body of Christ.  Pray that God 
would bless and draw near to those around the world who are 
persecuted or imprisoned for their faith.  Pray for America, where 
the culture seems to love anything other than God. 
 

 
 
 


