
 

     At Faith Baptist Fellowship, we Love God’s Word and Prayer 
(Ephesians 6:17-18)! Take the ‘sword of the Spirit’ (God’s Word) 
and persevere in prayer! In this year, ask God each day to speak 
directly to you from the Scripture portions you read. 
     Our plan for 2018 will be taken from the Discipleship Journal Bible 
Reading Plan. Monday-Saturday we will focus on one main devotional 
passage; the additional readings will keep you on track to finish the 
entire Bible in one year. On Sunday, we will have a passage from the 
upcoming Sunday sermon along with questions for Faith Group 
discussion.   
     We suggest having a notebook and pen for answering questions and 
recording your thoughts/insights. Bring this notebook with you to Faith 
Group for discussions and prayer times. Select a quiet place and 
consistent time to read and pray. 
 

Abbreviations: TAI – Think About It | PP – Prayer Points 

 

Read Galatians 5:1-12 
 

TAI: In v. 1, what kind of “slavery” is Paul speaking of? Is Paul 
saying that circumcision, in and of itself, is a bad thing? Note: in 
Paul’s epistles, when he speaks of the law, each time the reader must 
discern by context whether he is speaking of it positively (in its role as a 
schoolmaster to lead us to Christ; that is, to make clear to us our sin and 
need of a Savior) or negatively (as a route we are attempting to take to 

merit or earn favor from God). Is your daily walk characterized as 
“faith working through love” (v. 6)? What is the offense of the 
cross? Reflect on what a strong statement v. 12 is! 
 

PP: Express thanks to God for setting you free through Jesus Christ. 
Thank God that you do not “earn or merit” his favor through works 
of the law, but rather by faith, a faith that is active in love toward 
others. Ask God today to help you love your neighbors, wherever 
they may be. Ask God to help you share Jesus with someone today 
by telling what Christ means to you. “Father, protect us from the 
harm of the false gospels that are prevalent in our time. May our 
children and youth grasp the truth of the cross and believe it!” 
Additional readings: Mark 15:16-32; Psalm 115; 2 Samuel 18-19 



 

Read Galatians 5:13-26 
 

TAI: Paul clarifies that by freedom he does not mean fleshly 
indulgence. “Love our neighbors” is one of our FIVE LOVES at FBF! 
In a local church, what would “bite and devour” look like? Now for 
the Apostle Paul “walk by the Spirit” becomes a companion with 
“walk by faith in love.” Compare the two lists: works of the flesh 
and fruit of the Spirit. What is the high cost of indulging the flesh? 
Is there fruit that is missing in your walk? Have you “crucified the 
flesh?” What do you think that means? Ponder a while: how do we 
keep in step with the Spirit? 
 

PP: Again today (as yesterday) ask God to help you love your 
neighbors. Confess any sin that resonates from the “works of the 
flesh” list. Pray through the fruit of the Spirit list, asking for grace in 
the Spirit to live this way. Tell God that you deeply desire to keep in 
step with the Spirit, and ask the Father to fill you and help you.  
   Are you praying often for our West Campus launch? Please do! 
 

Additional readings: Mark 15:33-41; Psalm 116; 2 Samuel 20-21 

  

 

Read Galatians 6 
 

TAI: Do you find “a spirit of gentleness” difficult? Are you willing to 
bear the burdens of others, and to share your burdens with others 
willing to help you? Reflect on the “sowing and reaping” principle 
taught here. Do you find yourself weary of doing good? In the final 
paragraph Paul returns to the main theme. Verse 14 is a good one 
to memorize; do you boast of the cross? What do you think Paul 
refers to when he says, “I bear on my body the marks of Jesus”?  
 

PP: Ask God to give you a spirit of gentleness toward others, and a 
willingness to bear their burdens in love. Ask God to help you “sew 
to the Spirit” in your daily walk, in order to reap eternal benefits. 
Weary? Tell the Lord, and ask for his grace and power to do good 
on behalf of those around you. Tell the Father that your great 
desire is to boast of the cross and all that Christ has done for you!  
   Pray for our nation today, for revival and spiritual awakening. 
 

Additional Readings: Mark 15:42-47; Psalm 117; 2 Samuel 22 



 

Read 1 Kings 1 
 

TAI: Palace Intrigue: King David’s advanced age and failing health 
are made clear in vv. 1-4. Thankfully the service of Abishag to 
David is unconsummated. How did Adonijah “exalt” himself? What 
was Bathsheba and Nathan’s response to this move by Adonijah? 
(To recall Nathan’s long history with the King, see II Samuel 12.) 
Read also I Samuel 16 to contrast David’s anointing with this self-
exaltation of Adonijah. Why do you think Adonijah takes hold of the 
horns of the altar (v. 50)? 
 

PP:  Narrative passages (telling the details of an extended story, 
such as OT histories) are not always easy to translate into 
application and prayer for the reader. But certainly we can say this: 
“Father, help me to trust completely in you and wait for your 
timing. Help me not to rush ahead in a self-willed way. May my 
heart’s desire always be to wait patiently for your will and your 
way, trusting that my heavenly Father knows what is best.” 
 

Additional Readings: Mark 16; Psalm 118; 2 Samuel 23-24 

 

 

Read 1 Kings 2 
TAI: Settling Issues from David’s Reign: An amazing era comes to 
an end with the death of King David. What did the dying King 
command his heir Solomon to do? (A knowledge of David’s reign 
from II Samuel can be helpful here; take some time to leaf through 
the pages and review.) Perhaps Solomon was incensed by 
Adonijah’s request for the Shunammite because it was widely 
known that she had served David the King. How was Solomon’s 
wisdom already on display in this first period of his reign? How did 
these things “establish” (v. 46) the throne of Solomon? 
 

PP: As David commanded his son and heir to walk in the law given 
by Moses, so we ought to walk in the way of Jesus, by faith and the 
Holy Spirit. Ask for help from your heavenly Father to walk in the 
footsteps of Jesus and in the fullness of the Spirit today. Express 
praise to God that his throne is established forever, with Jesus as 
our Advocate. 
 

Additional Readings:  Luke 1:1-25; Ephesians 1:1-14; Psalm 119:1-8 



 

Read 1 Kings 3 
 

TAI: In part A of the chapter, Solomon asks God for wisdom, and 
God is very pleased. In part B, he displays this wisdom.  
Describe Solomon’s prayer for wisdom: 

 
Describe how God answered his prayer: 

 
Describe how Solomon displayed this wisdom: 

 
 

PP: James 1:5 is a promise that comes in handy every day! “If 
anyone lacks wisdom, let him ask of God…” God was pleased with 
Solomon’s request for wisdom, and blessed him. And so God will be 
pleased with you, if you ask and receive wisdom! Ask God now, 
with Solomon, for an understanding mind and the ability to discern 
good from evil. Ask for wisdom in your relationships and in your 
witness to the lost. Ask God to give us leaders of government who 
do the same! Pray this for our FBF Elder Council and Pastors. 
 
Additional Readings: Luke 1:16-38; Ephesians 1:15-23; Psalm 119:9-16 

 

Read Hebrews 10:1-18  Our Series “So Much Better” continues 
 

TAI & PP: What does the law lack power to do? How are the OT 
sacrifices ineffectual? Psalm 40:6-8 is quoted as the words of Jesus! 
In other words, it is a messianic psalm, and for the writer of 
Hebrews it declares Christ’s submission at the cross as superior to 
the former sacrifices—SO MUCH BETTER! Through Christ’s finished 
work on the cross we are sanctified, something the OT sacrifices 
could not accomplish.  
   Thanks and praise be to God, and to Jesus Christ our Lord and 
Savior, for accomplishing the great work of grace—our 
justification, our sanctification, and our glorification. No wonder we 
sing songs of praise and adoration when we gather! All praise to 
Jesus Christ, our King of Kings and Lord of Lords forevermore. 
 

 
 


