
FAITH BIBLE READING 
Apr 23-29, 2018 

	

					At	 Faith	 Baptist	 Fellowship,	 we	 Love	God’s	Word	and	Prayer	
(Ephesians	 6:17‐18)!	 Take	 the	 ‘sword	 of	 the	 Spirit’	 (God’s	Word)	
and	 persevere	 in	 prayer!	 In	 this	 year,	 ask	 God	 each	 day	 to	 speak	
directly	to	you	from	the	Scripture	portions	you	read.	
					Our	plan	 for	2018	will	be	 taken	 from	 the	Discipleship	 Journal	Bible	
Reading	Plan.	Monday‐Saturday	we	will	 focus	on	one	main	devotional	
passage;	 the	 additional	 readings	will	 keep	 you	 on	 track	 to	 finish	 the	
entire	Bible	 in	one	 year.	On	 Sunday,	we	will	have	a	passage	 from	 the	
upcoming	 Sunday	 sermon	 along	 with	 questions	 for	 Faith	 Group	
discussion.			
					We	suggest	having	a	notebook	and	pen	for	answering	questions	and	
recording	your	thoughts/insights.	Bring	this	notebook	with	you	to	Faith	
Group	 for	 discussions	 and	 prayer	 times.	 Select	 a	 quiet	 place	 and	
consistent	time	to	read	and	pray.	
	

Abbreviations:	TAI	–	Think	About	It	|	PP	–	Prayer	Points	
 

MONDAY,  APRIL 23 
	

Read	Judges	16	
	

TAI:	 The	 sexual	 impurity	 of	 Samson	 has	 grave	 consequences	 for	
him	 in	 this	 chapter.	 Note	 that	 “the	 Spirit	 of	 the	 Lord”	mentioned	
previously	is	not	used	here.	The	machinations	of	Delilah	are	stated	
in	detail—what	 attempts	does	 she	make	 to	 compromise	 Samson?	
Why	does	Samson	finally	give	in	to	her	pleading?	What	is	the	bitter	
result?	 How	 did	 the	 Philistines	 humiliate	 Samson?	 The	 key	 to	
Samson’s	 strength	wasn’t	 really	 in	 his	 hair;	 it	 was	 the	 Lord!	 The	
drama	of	Samson’s	life	ends	with	the	Lord	bringing	judgment	upon	
the	corrupt	and	idolatrous	Philistine	people.	
	

PP:	Who	is	the	true	Source	of	our	strength?	How	does	our	heavenly	
Father	 supply	strength	and	power	 to	his	people?	Ask	God	now	to	
fill	you	with	the	Holy	Spirit	for	today’s	labors	and	walk	of	faith.	Ask	
God	 to	 help	 you	walk	 in	 the	 obedience	 of	 faith,	 trusting	 him	 and	
relying	on	him	to	accomplish	his	will	 for	your	 life.	 Is	 there	 lust	of	
the	flesh,	of	the	eyes,	or	pride	that	causes	you	to	stumble?	Confess	
it	 to	 God	 and	 ask	 for	 his	 help.	 What	 does	 God	 want	 you	 to	
accomplish	today?	Pray	about	it.	
	

Additional	readings:	Mark	7:24‐37;	1	Corinthians	12:14‐31;	Psalm	89:1‐18	

TUESDAY, APRIL 24 
	

Read	Judges	17‐18	
	

TAI:	 Verse	 6	 is	 the	 key	 to	 this	 entire	 section,	 for	 everyone	 does	
“their	 own	 thing”	 rather	 than	 trust	 in	 the	 Lord	 and	obey	his	 law.	
Micah	is	a	prime	example;	what	does	he	do?	Consider	how	today	it	
is	not	uncommon	for	people	to	devise	their	own	“religion”	to	please	
themselves,	 a	 faith	 fashioned	after	what	pleases	 them	(2	Timothy	
4:1‐4).	 Why	 does	 Dan	 need	 a	 homeland?	 The	 apostasy	 of	 Micah	
now	 passes	 to	 the	 tribe	 of	 Dan,	 when	 they	 steal	 both	 his	 cultic	
objects	 (household	 gods	 and	 images)	 and	 his	 “personal	 priest.”	
Then	the	Danites	seize	Laish	with	great	brutality,	a	sad	episode.	
	

PP:	Just	as	in	the	days	of	the	Judges,	today	people	fashion	their	own	
idols	and	personal	spirituality.	In	prayer,	acknowledge	this	sin	and	
apostasy	 to	 God,	 asking	 him	 to	 bring	 revival	 and	 spiritual	
awakening	to	our	nation.	Admit	to	God	that	in	our	nation	“everyone	
does	what	is	right	in	their	own	eyes.”	Ask	God	to	change	hearts	of	
stone	 into	 hearts	 of	 flesh,	 hearts	 that	 believe	 on	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	
Christ	 and	 seek	 to	 walk	 uprightly.	 How	 is	 your	 walk	 with	 Jesus	
today?	Talk	to	God	about	that.		
	

Additional	readings:	Mark	8:1‐13;	1	Corinthians	13;	Psalm	89:19‐52	
		
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25 
	

Read	Judges	19	
	

TAI:	A	sad	and	horrible	chapter:	“These	verses	recount	one	of	the	
most	 sordid	 stories	 in	 the	 Bible.	 Rape,	 murder,	 and	 callous	
indifference	 lead	 to	 the	 death	 of	 an	 innocent	 woman	 and,	
eventually,	 to	 civil	 war.”	 (ESVSB)	 You	 will	 find	 this	 account	 a	
parallel	to	Genesis	19	and	the	story	of	Sodom.	Now	Israel	is	on	par	
with	the	wicked	Sodomites,	a	heartbreaking	low	point	 in	their	 life	
as	the	people	of	God.	Sadly,	we	are	also	reminded	in	reading	of	the	
moral	 decay	 of	 our	 own	 nation	 and	 world,	 with	 sex	 trafficking,	
violence	toward	women,	murder,	and	indifference	toward	the	truth	
as	daily	occurrences	in	our	news	sources.	Ponder	vv.	29‐30.	
	

PP:	Admit	to	God	the	wickedness	of	our	own	land.	Cry	out	to	God	
for	deliverance.	Have	MERCY	upon	us,	O	God!	Have	mercy!	
	

Additional	Readings:	Mark	8:14‐21;	1	Corinthians	14:1‐25;	Psalm	90	



THURSDAY, APRIL 26 
	

Read	Judges	20‐21	
	

TAI:	 	 The	 final	 degradation	 of	 the	nation	 of	 Israel	 during	 the	 sad	
period	 of	 the	 Judges:	 civil	 war.	 Whereas	 Israel	 had	 together	
defeated	 the	 Canaanites,	 now	 they	 war	 internally	 and	 tens	 of	
thousands	die.	The	lesson	is	clear:	defiance	of	God	and	the	love	of	
sin	 results	 in	 disasters	 of	 every	 kind.	 Moral	 bankruptcy	 and	
apostasy	carries	a	heavy	cost.	How	do	we	see	this	 lesson	today	in	
our	world?	Where	 is	 our	hope	 found?	Only	 in	 the	 gospel	 of	 Jesus	
Christ!	Reflect	on	the	entire	book	as	you	ponder	21:25.	
	

PP:	Continue	 to	 pray	 for	 revival	 in	 the	 churches	 and	 spiritual	
awakening	in	our	land.	How	are	we	any	different	than	Israel	in	the	
Judges?	Everyone	does	what	is	right	in	his	own	eyes,	it	seems,	and	
our	only	hope	is	the	Risen	Christ.	Ask	God	to	enable	us	to	carry	the	
gospel	 to	all	 the	nations.	Also	pray	Marana	tha—Come,	Lord	Jesus!		
Pray	for	our	missionaries,	as	well	as	our	own	personal	witness.	
	

Additional	Readings:	Mark	8:22‐30;	1	Corinthians	14:26‐40;	Psalm	91	
	
	
FRIDAY, APRIL 27 
	

Read	Ruth	1	
	

TAI:	The	story	of	Ruth	is	certainly	a	grand	breath	of	fresh	air	after	
reading	 Judges!	 This	 account	makes	 clear	 that	 God	was	 still	 very	
much	 as	work	 even	 as	 the	 sad	 period	 of	 the	 Judges	 unfolded,	 for	
through	 this	 remarkable	woman	Ruth	 the	Messiah	will	eventually	
come!	Praise	God.	What	brings	Naomi	and	her	husband	 to	Moab?	
What	tragic	things	unfold	there?	Why	does	Naomi	want	to	send	the	
young	ladies	home	to	their	families?	Why	does	Ruth	refuse	to	leave	
her	mother‐in‐law?	Reflect	on	Ruth’s	amazing	statements	in	16‐17.	
	

PP:	Thank	God	 that	even	 in	 the	worst	of	 times	he	 is	 still	working	
out	his	will	and	bringing	his	plan	to	 fruition!	Rejoice	that	 through	
Ruth	he	will	send	his	Messiah.	Ask	God	to	give	you	the	will	to	trust	
him	and	obey	him	as	Ruth	did	 in	her	difficult	circumstances.	Pray	
for	Angela	Myers	and	her	team	as	they	are	preparing	now	for	VBS	
coming	in	early	summer.	Is	God	calling	you	to	help?		
	

Additional	Readings:		Mark	8:31‐38;	1	Corinthians	15:1‐28;	Psalm	92	

	 SATURDAY, APRIL 28
 

Read	Ruth	2	
	

TAI:	What	kind	of	man	was	Boaz?	Ruth	 is	 clearly	willing	 to	work	
for	what	she	and	Naomi	need.	What	was	gleaning?	It	becomes	clear	
that	 for	 a	 young	 woman	 to	 glean	 among	 the	 harvest	 workers	
carried	some	danger.	What	special	protections	and	provisions	does	
Boaz	 make	 for	 Ruth	 in	 her	 gleaning?	 What	 is	 levirate	marriage?	
(You	may	need	to	consult	a	Study	Bible	to	learn	this.)	Keep	in	mind	
that	this	remarkable	story	is	actually	part	of	the	unfolding	of	God’s	
plan	to	redeem	all	of	us	through	sending	a	Messiah!	Hallelujah!	
	

PP:	Praise	God	for	his	provision	and	protection	of	Ruth,	and	even	
more	so,	of	all	of	us	who	are	his	children!	What	truths	did	you	glean	
from	this	 chapter?	Pray	about	each	one.	Thank	God	 for	his	 loving	
grace	 in	your	 life,	 for	 Jesus	Christ	your	Savior,	 for	God’s	word	the	
Bible,	for	a	loving	fellowship	of	believers	to	belong	to.	What	special	
circumstances	or	needs	do	you	need	to	pray	about	today?	Call	upon	
the	name	of	the	Lord,	and	he	will	answer!	
	

Additional	Readings:	Another	day	to	catch	up	on	Bible	readings	
 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 29 
	

Read	Hebrews	7	
	

TAI	 &	PP:	 Today	we	 return	 to	 a	more	 complete	 study	 of	 the	 OT	
priest	Melchizedek.	Who	was	he?	What	was	remarkable	about	him?	
The	point	of	 this	extended	discourse	can	be	captured	 in	 the	word	
BETTER,	 hence	 our	 entire	 series	 has	 been	 called	 So	Much	Better.	
How	is	Jesus	better,	according	to	this	chapter?		
			Rejoice	 in	 prayer	 that	 we	 have	 a	 better	 hope	 and	 a	 better	
covenant	through	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	Pray	for	Pastor	Dana	as	he	
preaches	 on	 this	 chapter.	 Thank	 God	 for	 the	 amazing	 truth	 of	
Melchizedek,	 and	 all	 that	 is	 revealed	 here	 about	 the	 Lord	 Jesus.	
Heavenly	Father,	we	thank	you	for	the	One	whom	you	sent	who	is	SO	
MUCH	BETTER!	Hallelujah!	
	

			Pray	 for	 the	 Puerto	Rico	 team	preparing	 for	ministry	 there	 this	
summer,	and	for	God’s	financial	provision	for	the	team.	
	

 


