
FAITH BIBLE READING 
Dec 18-24, 2017 

	

					At	 Faith	 Baptist	 Fellowship,	 we	 Love	God’s	Word	and	Prayer	
(Ephesians	 6:17‐18)!	 Take	 the	 ‘sword	 of	 the	 Spirit’	 (God’s	Word)	
and	persevere	in	prayer!	
					Our	plan	for	2017	will	take	you	through	the	key	stories	of	the	Bible	
in	one	year.	The	plan	calls	for	reading	one	chapter	of	Scripture	a	day	for	
six	days.	There	will	also	be	additional	readings	from	two	other	passages	
that	are	key	cross	references	to	the	main	chapter.	This	plan	shows	how	
the	many	 individual	accounts	of	the	Bible	make	up	one	 interconnected	
story‐God’s	 Story.	 This	 reading	 plan	 is	 also	 online	 at	
www.ownit365.com.	 On	 Sunday,	 we	 will	 have	 a	 passage	 from	 the	
upcoming	 Sunday	 sermon	 along	 with	 questions	 for	 Faith	 Group	
discussion.			
					We	suggest	having	a	notebook	and	pen	for	answering	questions	and	
recording	your	thoughts/insights.	Bring	this	notebook	with	you	to	Faith	
Group	 for	 discussions	 and	 prayer	 times.	 Select	 a	 quiet	 place	 and	
consistent	time	to	read	and	pray.	
	

Abbreviations:	TAI	–	Think	About	It	|	PP	–	Prayer	Points	
 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER 18 
	

Read	2	Peter	1:1‐15	
	

TAI:	 Are	 we	 lacking	 anything	 needed	 to	 live	 the	 Christian	 life?	
What	 role	 do	 God’s	 promises	 in	 Scripture	 have	 in	 our	 pursuit	 of	
following	 Jesus?	 What	 qualities	 should	 we	 pursue	 as	 we	 live	 by	
faith	 in	 the	Lord	 Jesus?	How	will	 these	qualities	help	us?	How	do	
we	“confirm	our	calling	and	election”	as	Peter	encourages?	What	is	
our	destiny	in	Jesus	Christ?	Peter	believes	his	life	is	nearing	an	end.	
Therefore,	what	is	he	eager	to	do?		
	

PP:	 Rejoice	 that	 our	 Father	 in	 heaven	 has	 granted	 us	 all	 that	we	
need	 for	 life	 and	 godliness	 in	 Jesus	 Christ.	 What	 confidence	 that	
gives	 us!	 Thank	 God	 for	 his	many	 promises,	 and	 for	 your	 escape	
from	the	corruption	of	the	world.	Pray	through	each	quality	listed	
here,	 step‐by‐step,	 asking	God	 to	 give	you	grace	 in	pursuing	each	
one.	 Delight	 in	 the	 promise	 of	 your	 entrance	 into	 the	 divine	
kingdom	through	the	Lord	Jesus!		
					Pray	for	a	vibrant	Christmas	week	witnessing	to	others.		
	

Additional	readings:	Philippians	1:12‐26;	2	Timothy	4:1‐8	

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19 
	

Read	Revelation	1	
	

TAI:	 Where	 did	 John	 get	 this	 prophecy/revelation?	 Who	 will	 be	
blessed	by	this	revelation?	Note	how	the	Trinity	(Father,	Son,	and	
Holy	Spirit)	 is	prominent	 in	 this	opening	chapter.	Why	will	 tribes	
wail	on	account	of	 Jesus?	What	 is	 implied	by	 the	name	Alpha	and	
Omega?	Reflect	on	the	importance	of	the	number	7	in	this	chapter.	
What	 does	 it	 symbolize?	 Reflect	 also	 on	 the	 imagery	 used	 to	
describe	Jesus.	What	does	that	imagery	teach	us	about	him?		
	

PP:	Pray	through	the	chapter,	line‐by‐line	and	thought‐by‐thought,	
with	praise	to	God	the	Father,	God	the	Son,	and	God	the	Holy	Spirit.	
Because	John	himself	wrote	this	while	in	exile	on	Patmos,	and	was	
writing	to	suffering	and	persecuted	believers,	pray	for	the	suffering	
and	persecuted	Christians	of	today.	Pray	that	they	would	be	helped	
and	encouraged	by	the	truths	of	Revelation,	who	God	is,	and	what	
is	to	come	in	the	future.	Ask	God	to	build	your	faith	and	confidence	
in	him	through	the	reading	of	John’s	Revelation.	
	

Additional	readings:	1	Thessalonians	5:1‐11;	Romans	13:8‐14	
	
	
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20 
	

Read	Revelation	2	&	3	
	

TAI:	As	you	read	through	these	7	messages	to	churches,	note:	what	
critique	 is	offered?	What	rebuke?	What	hope?	What	 is	 the	overall	
impression	you	have,	after	reading	all	7	letters?	How	do	you	think	
our	 church	 should	 be	 helped/challenged/rebuked/encouraged	 by	
these	letters?	What	messages	from	these	letters	do	you	think	most	
apply	to	the	church	in	America	today?	What	surprised	or	shocked	
you?	What	helped	and	encouraged	you?		
	

PP:	 Respond	 in	 prayer	 to	 each	 of	 the	 7	 letters.	 Pray	 whatever	
seems	most	applicable	or	helpful	or	needed	in	your	Christian	walk	
from	each	letter.	Pray	for	Faith	Baptist	Fellowship.	Pray	for	revival	
and	spiritual	awakening	 in	our	church,	and	for	the	greater	church	
in	America,	and	around	the	world.	Pray	 for	a	spirit	of	brokenness	
and	repentance	in	the	churches.	Pray	that	Christ	be	magnified.	
	

Additional	Readings:	Matthew	16:18	



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21 
	

Read	Revelation	4	
	

TAI:	Take	in	the	scene	at	the	throne	of	God.	What	stands	out	to	you	
about	this	vivid	imagery?	Where	in	the	OT	is	the	same	song	being	
sung,	 “Holy,	holy,	holy…”?	Why	are	 the	 four	 living	creatures	 filled	
with	eyes?	What	words	used	here	ought	 to	 inform	our	practice	of	
worship?	Why	would	the	24	elders	 fall	down	and	cast	down	their	
crowns	at	 the	 thrown?	Take	 some	 time	 to	 reflect	on	 this	glorious	
scene	of	worship,	pondering	then	your	own	practice	of	worship.		
	

PP:		 Sing	 the	 hymn	 “Holy,	 Holy,	 Holy”	 to	 the	 Lord.	 Early	 in	 the	
morning,	 let	 your	 song	 arise	 to	Him!	 (Don’t	 have	 it?	 Google	 it,	 or	
find	 it	 on	 YouTube,	 and	 sing	 along	 that	 way.)	 Pray	 a	 prayer	 of	
praise	using	the	words	and	phrases	you	found	in	this	chapter.	Tell	
God	why	you	would	cast	down	your	crown	at	his	throne!	Ask	God	
to	give	our	church	a	deep	desire	to	truly	worship	him	in	spirit	and	
in	truth,	wholeheartedly,	without	reservation.		
	

Additional	Readings:	1	Corinthians	15:35‐58;	1	Thessalonians	
4:13‐18	
	
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22 
	

Read	Revelation	13	
	

TAI:	 After	 you	 have	 carefully	 read	 the	 chapter,	 reread	 it,	 and	
answer	 the	question	 “What	 is	 the	key	 statement	 in	 this	 chapter?”	
Write	down	that	key	statement	here:	
	
	
What	 insights	 did	 you	 gain	 as	 you	 reflected	on	 these	 two	beasts?	
What	 is	 the	nature	of	 their	 character?	What	do	 you	 think	 are	 the	
keys	to	Christians	living	in	endurance	and	faith	in	hard	times?		
	

PP:	 Turn	 your	 key	 statement	 (written	 in	 above)	 into	 a	 prayer,	
asking	 for	 God’s	 grace,	 strength,	 and	 Holy	 Spirit	 enablement	 for	
living	 the	Christian	 life	 in	very	difficult	 times.	Turn	to	chapter	15,	
and	also	pray	through	vv.	3‐4	as	a	prayer	of	adoration.	As	we	have	
been	learning	throughout	Advent,	we	can	be	FEARLESS!	because	of	
God’s	 promises	 and	 glorious	 plan	 of	 salvation.	 Pray	 a	 fearless	
prayer!	
	

Additional	Readings:		Revelation	16;	Matthew	24	
	

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23
 

Read	Revelation	19:1‐10		
	

TAI:	 Once	 again	 we	 are	 reminded	 that	 the	 book	 of	 Revelation	 is	
permeated	 with	 truth	 about	 worship!	 Make	 note	 of	 all	 the	 key	
terms	related	 to	God’s	glory,	Christ’s	victory,	and	our	 response	of	
worship	to	the	great	triumph	of	God	over	evil	and	corruption.	Can	
you	 see	 in	 your	mind’s	 eye	 Faithful	 and	 True	 coming	 on	 a	 grand	
horse,	riding	for	victory,	to	judge	and	make	war	with	his	enemies,	
his	eyes	like	a	flame	of	fire	and	on	his	head	many	diadems?		
	

PP:	With	hope	fueled	by	the	images	of	worship	and	victory	in	this	
marvelous	 chapter	 of	 God’s	 word,	 pray	 a	 prayer	 filled	with	 trust	
and	 hope	 and	 confidence	 and	 thanksgiving	 and	 adoration	 to	 the	
Lord	our	God!	Bring	your	 requests	 to	God,	knowing	 that	 the	 final	
outcome	 is	 absolute.	 Pray	 with	 Christmas	 and	 Good	 Friday	 and	
Easter	in	mind!	What	a	way	to	“prepare	him	room”	for	the	coming	
days	of	Christmas	celebration!	
	

Additional	Readings:	Matthew	22:1‐14;	2	Corinthians	11:1‐4	
 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 
	

Read	Matthew	1	&	2	
	

TAI	 &	PP:	 Last	weekend	we	 read	 Luke’s	 Christmas	 account	 from	
ch.	2.	Today	we	read	Matthew’s	account,	 including	the	“Fear	not!”	
to	 Joseph,	 and	 the	 appearance	 of	 the	 magi,	 bringing	 gifts	 to	 the	
Child	 King,	 Jesus.	 What	 stands	 out	 to	 you	 as	 you	 read,	 on	 this	
Christmas	Eve?	For	what	are	you	grateful?	Why	are	you	hopeful?		
					Pray	for	our	Christmas	Eve	morning	(one	service	ONLY	at	10:00	
AM)	 and	 Candlelight	 Christmas	 Eve	 (5:00	 PM)	 services	 today.	
Delight	in	how	the	gifts	of	the	magi	point	to	the	divine	royalty	and	
sacrifice	of	 Jesus:	gold	(fit	 for	a	king!),	 frankincense	(as	burned	 in	
the	Holy	Place	in	the	temple),	and	myrrh	(used	in	the	preparation	
of	Jesus’s	body	for	burial	in	the	tomb).		
					Pray	 in	 adoration	 of	 Jesus	 Christ,	 your	 Lord	 and	 King,	 your	
Savior	and	Redeemer,	your	hope	and	joy!	
	

 
	


