
FAITH BIBLE READING 
Oct 23-29, 2017 

	

					At	 Faith	 Baptist	 Fellowship,	 we	 Love	God’s	Word	and	Prayer	
(Ephesians	 6:17‐18)!	 Take	 the	 ‘sword	 of	 the	 Spirit’	 (God’s	Word)	
and	persevere	in	prayer!	
					Our	plan	for	2017	will	take	you	through	the	key	stories	of	the	Bible	
in	one	year.	The	plan	calls	for	reading	one	chapter	of	Scripture	a	day	for	
six	days.	There	will	also	be	additional	readings	from	two	other	passages	
that	are	key	cross	references	to	the	main	chapter.	This	plan	shows	how	
the	many	 individual	accounts	of	the	Bible	make	up	one	 interconnected	
story‐God’s	 Story.	 This	 reading	 plan	 is	 also	 online	 at	
www.ownit365.com.	 On	 Sunday,	 we	 will	 have	 a	 passage	 from	 the	
upcoming	 Sunday	 sermon	 along	 with	 questions	 for	 Faith	 Group	
discussion.			
					We	suggest	having	a	notebook	and	pen	for	answering	questions	and	
recording	your	thoughts/insights.	Bring	this	notebook	with	you	to	Faith	
Group	 for	 discussions	 and	 prayer	 times.	 Select	 a	 quiet	 place	 and	
consistent	time	to	read	and	pray.	
	

Abbreviations:	TAI	–	Think	About	It	|	PP	–	Prayer	Points	
 

MONDAY,  OCTOBER 23 
	

Read	Matthew	19	
	

TAI:	 Jesus	 is	 questioned—how	 liberally	 should	we	 view	 divorce?	
He	answers	by	quoting	Genesis	as	the	words	of	God!	And	his	word	
seems	 to	 shock	 even	his	 own	 followers:	marriage	 is	 between	one	
man	and	one	woman	and	is	permanent.	What	does	Jesus	mean,	“to	
such	 belongs	 the	 kingdom	 of	 heaven”?	What	was	 the	 heart	 issue	
with	 the	wealthy	young	man?	What	 is	 the	context	of	 Jesus	saying,	
“with	 God	 all	 things	 are	 possible”?	 Do	 you	 believe	 it	 that	 “many	
who	are	first	will	be	last	and	the	last	first”?	How	does	this	apply?	
	

PP:	Are	you	married?	Pray	for	God’s	faithful	grace	to	be	evident	in	
your	marriage,	 for	 wisdom	 and	 agape	 love,	 for	 a	 forgiving	 spirit.	
Pray	 for	other	marriages	 in	your	sphere	of	 influence.	Pray	 for	 the	
marriage	 relationships	 in	our	 church	 family.	Pray	 for	 any	 couples	
you	 know	who	 are	 struggling.	 Rejoice	 that	 nothing	 is	 impossible	
with	God.	Tell	God	that	being	“first”	in	this	world	is	not	important	
to	you,	but	rather	to	be	present	at	his	throne	in	glory!	
	

Additional	readings:	Mark	10:1‐30;	Luke	18:15‐30	

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24 
	

Read	Matthew	20:1‐34	
	

TAI:	How	does	 the	parable	of	 the	 laborers	 illustrate	 the	“first‐last	
and	 last‐first”	 principle	 of	 19:30?	 We	 can	 only	 rejoice	 that	 our	
Father	 is	 so	generous—with	us	and	others!	Matthew	continues	 to	
make	clear	to	readers	that	Jesus	foretold	his	death	and	resurrection	
from	the	dead.	What	did	Jesus	mean	by	“Are	you	able	to	drink	the	
cup	 that	 I	 am	 to	 drink?”	 Why	 couldn’t	 Jesus	 grant	 the	 mother’s	
request?	What	is	the	lesson	for	leaders	here?	Imagine	Jesus	asking	
you	today,	“What	do	you	want	me	to	do	for	you?”	
	

PP:	Answer	the	question,	“What	do	you	want	me	to	do	for	you?”	in	
prayer	 right	 now!	 Tell	 your	 Father	 in	 heaven!	 Thank	 him	 for	 his	
generosity,	undeserved	and	yet	plentiful.	Thank	him	 for	 Jesus,	 for	
his	life,	death	on	the	cross,	and	resurrection	life	interceding	for	you.	
Thank	him	for	 Jesus	drinking	the	cup	of	God’s	wrath	 in	our	place.	
Tell	God	that	you	are	committed	to	servanthood,	and	that	you	are	
willing	to	serve	others	in	any	way	God	chooses.	
	

Additional	readings:	Mark	10:31‐45;	Luke	18:31‐34	
	
	
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25 
	

Read	Luke	19:1‐27	
	

TAI:	Zacchaeus!	A	favorite	story	of	children	–	why?	Identify	at	least	
three	powerful	lessons	of	this	vivid	account;	jot	them	down	here:	
1.		
2.	
3.	
After	reading	the	parable	of	the	ten	minas,	ponder	awhile	vv.	11	&	
26‐27;	what	is	the	point	of	the	parable?	How	does	it	apply	to	you?		
	

PP:	Rejoice	in	the	life‐changing	power	of	Jesus!	Pray	that	your	life	
today	 reflects	 the	 transforming	 grace	 of	 our	 Lord.	 Thank	God	 for	
bringing	salvation	where	 it	 is	 least	expected!	Ask	God	to	help	you	
invest	 your	 life	 in	 kingdom	 purposes,	 activities	 which	 truly	 bear	
fruit	 and	 bring	 honor	 and	 glory	 to	 Jesus.	 Pray	 for	 our	 Stepping	
Forward	directives	and	giving	opportunity.	
	

Additional	Readings:	Matthew	25:14‐30;	Mark	10:46‐52	



THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26 
	

Read	Matthew	21	
	

TAI:	 Matthew	 delights	 in	 showing	 Jesus	 as	 the	 fulfillment	 of	 OT	
prophecy,	 such	 as	 Zech.	 9:9.	 What	 does	 the	 Hebrew	 word	
“Hosanna”	mean?	What	does	“Son	of	David”	signify?	Jesus	quotes	Is.	
56:7	 and	 Jer.	 7:11.	 Is	 the	 church	 today	 a	 house	 of	 prayer	 for	 all	
nations?	Why	were	 the	 chief	 priests	 and	 scribes	 upset?	 How	 did	
Jesus	 confound	 the	 religious	 authorities	 with	 a	 question	 and	
parables?	Ponder	v.	42	and	be	filled	with	thanksgiving.		
	

PP:		Rejoice	in	the	Lord	with	“Hosanna!	Blessed	is	he	who	comes	in	
the	name	of	the	Lord!”	Delight	in	the	Father	sending	the	Lord	Jesus	
to	 deliver	 his	 people,	 and	 that	 by	 faith	 in	 Christ	 you	 are	 counted	
among	 them.	Pray	that	our	church	becomes	more	and	more	a	house	
of	prayer	for	the	nations.	Your	prayers	right	now	are	a	part	of	that!	
Pray	 “your	 kingdom	 come,	 your	will	 be	 done,	 on	 earth	 as	 it	 is	 in	
heaven.”	Delight	in	Jesus	our	Cornerstone.	
	

Additional	Readings:	Psalm	118:19‐29;	Zechariah	9:9	
	
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27 
	

Read	Matthew	22	
	

TAI:	 The	 parable	 of	 the	 wedding	 feast	 seems	 to	 make	 three	
primary	points	(and	is	therefore	rather	unusual).	Can	you	identify	
them?	1)	The	Jewish	leaders	who	should	have	been	delighted	to	be	
called	to	the	feast	reject	 Jesus	who	came	to	call	 them.	2)	The	true	
makeup	of	the	guest	 list	at	the	wedding	feast	will	be	a	surprise	to	
the	 religious	 authorities	 (Gentiles,	 sinners).	 3)	 While	 many	 are	
called	 to	 come,	 only	 the	 chosen	 of	 God	 will	 actually	 have	 the	
garment	 needed	 (salvation	 in	 Jesus).	What	 did	 Jesus	 think	 about	
paying	taxes?	Why	were	the	Sadducees	sad?	Love	God.	Love	others.	
	

PP:	Rejoice	that	God’s	wedding	guest	list	includes	you!	Be	humbled	
that	 God	 has	 called	 and	 chosen	 you	 by	 his	 grace	 alone.	 Pray	 the	
implications	 of	 “render	 to	 Caesar,	 render	 to	 God”	 for	 your	 life.	
Thank	 God	 for	 the	 promise	 of	 eternal,	 resurrection	 life!	 Tell	 God	
that	 you	 love	 him	with	 all	 your	 being.	 Ask	 for	 his	 help	 in	 loving	
your	neighbors	as	yourself.	
	

Additional	Readings:		Romans	13:1‐7;	Psalm	110:1	

	 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28
 

Read	Matthew	23		
	

TAI:	 “They	 preach,	 but	 do	 not	 practice.”	 Yikes!	 Note	 the	 7	 woes,	
jotting	down	key	words	or	a	phrase	for	each:	
1.		
2.	
3.	
4.	
5.	
6.	
7.	
	

PP:	 It	 is	 humbling	 to	 consider	 that	 the	 hyper‐religious	 leaders	
among	 the	 people	 were	 in	 actuality	 so	 far	 from	 God.	 This	 entire	
section	of	Matthew	is	devastating	in	that	way.	Ask	God	to	give	you	a	
clean	heart!	Confess	any	known	sin,	and	thank	him	for	the	amazing	
grace	 of	 the	 cross.	 Proud?	 Acknowledge	 it	 and	 humble	 yourself.	
Hypocritical?	Place	that	under	Christ’s	blood	and	humble	yourself.	
Ask	God	for	child‐like,	humble	faith	and	trust	in	him.	
	

Additional	Readings:	Micah	6:8;	James	1:22‐27	
 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29 
	

Read	Joshua	10:1‐28	
	

TAI	&	PP:	What	 conspiracy	brought	a	 threat	 to	 Joshua	and	 Israel	
after	 the	agreement	with	Gibeon?	How	did	 Joshua	respond?	What	
promise	was	 he	 banking	 on	 in	 leading	 his	 forces	 to	 battle?	What	
remarkable	force	of	nature	did	God	use	to	fight	the	battle	for	Israel?	
And	 what	 miracle	 did	 God	 perform	 to	 ensure	 the	 victory	 for	 his	
people?	Ponder	v.	14	and	take	it	to	heart.	Then	call	upon	the	Lord	
in	prayer.	Rejoice	that	God	hears	our	prayers!	Bring	your	requests	
to	 him.	 Thank	 him	 in	 advance	 for	 all	 he	 will	 do.	 Ask	 God	 to	 do	
amazing	works	of	grace	in	and	through	us	with	Stepping	Forward.	
			Pray	for	Pastor	Dana	as	he	preaches	on	this	marvelous	text.		
	

 
	
	


