
FAITH BIBLE READING 
Sep 18-24, 2017 

	

					At	 Faith	 Baptist	 Fellowship,	 we	 Love	God’s	Word	and	Prayer	
(Ephesians	 6:17‐18)!	 Take	 the	 ‘sword	 of	 the	 Spirit’	 (God’s	Word)	
and	persevere	in	prayer!	
					Our	plan	for	2017	will	take	you	through	the	key	stories	of	the	Bible	
in	one	year.	The	plan	calls	for	reading	one	chapter	of	Scripture	a	day	for	
six	days.	There	will	also	be	additional	readings	from	two	other	passages	
that	are	key	cross	references	to	the	main	chapter.	This	plan	shows	how	
the	many	 individual	accounts	of	the	Bible	make	up	one	 interconnected	
story‐God’s	 Story.	 This	 reading	 plan	 is	 also	 online	 at	
www.ownit365.com.	 On	 Sunday,	 we	 will	 have	 a	 passage	 from	 the	
upcoming	 Sunday	 sermon	 along	 with	 questions	 for	 Faith	 Group	
discussion.			
					We	suggest	having	a	notebook	and	pen	for	answering	questions	and	
recording	your	thoughts/insights.	Bring	this	notebook	with	you	to	Faith	
Group	 for	 discussions	 and	 prayer	 times.	 Select	 a	 quiet	 place	 and	
consistent	time	to	read	and	pray.	
	

Abbreviations:	TAI	–	Think	About	It	|	PP	–	Prayer	Points	
 

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER 18 
	

Read	Luke	6:1‐16	
TAI:	Jesus	is	in	v.	5	making	at	least	two	very	significant	claims	for	
himself.	What	 are	 they?	Why	would	 the	 healing	 of	 a	man’s	 hand	
cause	 great	 fury	 among	 “religious”	 people?	 What	 was	 Jesus	
exposing	 in	 the	scribes	and	Pharisees?	Ponder	 the	reality	of	 Jesus	
(without	 sin,	 the	 Messiah)	 spending	 an	 entire	 night	 in	 prayer	
before	choosing	the	12.	What	implications	does	that	have	for	us?		
	

PP:	Acknowledge	in	prayer	that	Jesus	is	the	Messiah	(“Son	of	Man”)	
and	truly	the	Lord	over	all.	Ask	God	to	give	you	the	kind	of	tender	
heart	 that	 values	 mercy,	 kindness,	 humility	 and	 justice	 above	
legalism	 and	 pride.	 Ask	 God	 to	 both	 deepen	 and	 heighten	 your	
prayer	 life—that	 is,	 that	your	honesty	and	transparency	with	God	
goes	deeper	than	the	surface,	and	that	you	praise	God	and	give	him	
the	glory	of	worship	in	your	prayer	live.		
	

Additional	readings:	Mark	3:1‐21;	John	15:12‐17	
	

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 
	

Read	Matthew	5	
	

TAI:	 ESV	SB	 ‘The	Beatitudes	 all	 begin	with	Blessed	are…	They	are	
called	 beatitudes	 from	 the	 Latin	beatus,	“blessed,	 happy.”’	 Ponder	
each	 one	 (vv.	 3‐12),	 considering	 how	 the	 A	 part	 relates	 to	 the	 B	
part.	 Which	 one	 do	 you	 find	 most	 difficult	 to	 embrace?	 Are	 you	
salt?	Light?	Jesus	is	great	in	the	kingdom	of	heaven!	Living	this	way	
is	 only	 possible	 through	 him.	 Do	 you	 need	 to	 be	 reconciled	 to	
anyone?	Are	you	fighting	the	good	fight	of	faith	against	lust?	Note:	
Jesus	uses	overstatement	here	(vv.	29‐30).	Why	does	he?		
	

PP:	Pray	through	each	of	the	beatitudes,	making	them	personal	and	
acknowledging	 openly	where	 you	 need	 God’s	 grace	 and	 strength.	
Did	 reading	 this	 chapter	expose	unconfessed	sin	 in	your	 life?	Tell	
God,	confess	and	receive	cleansing	in	Jesus.	Pray	for	the	marriages	
of	those	in	your	sphere	(and	your	own,	if	married!).	Pray	for	your	
enemies	who	persecute	you.	Pray	for	the	Persecuted	Church.	
	

Additional	readings:	Matthew	6;	Luke	6:17‐49	
	
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 
	

Read	Luke	7:1‐16	
	

TAI:	 What	 was	 a	 Centurian?	 What	 point	 was	 he	 making	 when	
speaking	to	Jesus	of	authority?	Why	did	Jesus	marvel	at	him?	Why	
was	 his	 statement	 an	 evidence	 of	 faith?	What	motivated	 Jesus	 to	
raise	 the	man	 from	 the	dead?	Why	would	 the	 gathered	 crowd	be	
seized	by	fear?	And	yet	they	glorified	God!	What	is	the	relationship	
between	 fear	 and	 worship?	 Were	 they	 right	 in	 saying,	 “God	 has	
visited	his	people”?	
	

PP:	Have	 you	 submitted	 your	 life	 to	 the	 authority	 of	God?	 Is	God	
your	 loving	 leader	and	 lord,	or	do	you	prefer	 to	set	 the	agenda	of	
your	life	and	maintain	control?	Pray	about	this.	Submit	your	life	to	
God’s	 loving	 lordship.	 Express	 your	 trust	 in	 him,	 and	 your	
willingness	to	follow	always	as	a	disciple	of	Jesus.	Pray	a	prayer	of	
worship,	 expressing	 your	 awe	 at	 the	 greatness	 and	 glory	 of	 God.	
Thank	God	for	every	good	and	perfect	gift	he	has	given	you.	
	

Additional	Readings:	Matthew	8:5‐17;	Isaiah	53:4	
	



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
	

Read	Matthew	8:14‐34	
	

TAI:	 Once	 again	 Matthew	 emphasizes	 the	 fulfillment	 of	 the	 OT	
through	Jesus.	Was	it	cruel	of	Jesus	to	say,	“Let	the	dead	bury	their	
own	dead”?	Was	this	an	overstatement?	What	is	the	answer	to	the	
disciples’	 question	 in	 v.	 27?	 Ponder	 the	 remarkable	way	 that	 the	
demons	 identify	 who	 Jesus	 is—the	 Son	 of	 God.	 Why	 would	 the	
townspeople	 beg	 him	 to	 leave	 when	 he	 delivered	 the	 two	 men?	
What	is	your	personal	response	to	this	revelation	of	Jesus	Christ?	
	

PP:		Matthew	is	challenging	 the	reader	directly	here—Jesus	 is	the	
Son	 of	 God,	 the	 Messiah,	 the	 Lord	 of	 Glory—worship	 him!	 Trust	
him!	He	is	Lord!	Respond	to	this	challenge	with	prayer,	expressing	
your	faith,	submission,	and	love	to	God.	Pray	about	your	witness	to	
others	that	Jesus	Christ	is	Lord	of	your	life.	Pray	for	lost	people	in	
your	 sphere	of	 influence	who	don’t	 know	 Jesus	 in	 this	way	 (your	
Sacred	7,	for	example).	Pray	for	our	church’s	worship	and	witness.	
	

Additional	Readings:	Luke	9:43‐62;	Matthew	16:24‐26	
	
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
	

Read	Luke	7:18‐35	
	

TAI:	 How	 did	 Jesus	 respond	 to	 the	 question	 asked	 by	 John	 the	
Baptist’s	followers?	What	was	he	“declaring”	by	these	amazing	acts	
of	power	and	love?	What	then	did	Jesus	declare	(this	time	in	words	
rather	 than	 deeds)	 about	 John?	 Studying	 the	 context	 of	 the	
statement,	what	do	you	think	Jesus	means	by	the	whole	“flute	and	
dirge”	 thing?	 What	 does	 that	 expose	 about	 the	 religious	 and	
cultural	elites	among	the	Jewish	people?	Explain	the	statement	“Yet	
wisdom	is	justified	by	all	her	children.”	
	

PP:	By	 faith	and	with	 love	 for	God,	declare	 Jesus	 to	be	 the	Son	of	
God	and	your	Savior	and	Lord	as	you	pray	a	prayer	of	 thanks	 for	
God’s	amazing	grace	in	Christ.	Express	your	joy	at	the	myriad	ways	
the	prophecies	 of	 the	OT	are	 fulfilled	 in	Christ.	 “Keep	me,	 Father,	
from	the	pride	and	spiritual	blindness	that	hinders	so	many.”	Sing	
(or	hum	a	few	bars!)	of	Amazing	Grace.	
	

Additional	Readings:		Matthew	11;	Isaiah	35:3‐6	
	

	 SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 23 
 

Read	Luke	8	
	

TAI:	 In	your	own	words,	 explain	 the	parable	of	 the	 sower.	 Is	 this	
parable	 true	 to	 your	 own	 experience?	 What	 do	 you	 think	 Jesus	
means	 by	 his	 statements	 about	 his	 family?	 Notice	 how	 in	 this	
section	we	see	Jesus	as	Lord	of	the	deeps	(calming	the	sea),	Lord	of	
the	demons	(the	Gerasene	demoniac),	Lord	of	disease	(the	woman	
with	 the	 issue	 of	 blood),	 and	 Lord	 even	 over	 death	 (Jairus’s	
daughter).	 What	 an	 amazing	 Savior!	 Why	 would	 he	 “charge”	 the	
people	to	tell	no	one	what	had	happened?	
	

PP:	After	pondering	today’s	expansive	and	marvelous	chapter	from	
Luke’s	 gospel,	 what	 do	 you	 think	 you	 should	 pray?	 Praise?	
Intercession	 for	 the	 lost?	 Deliverance	 for	 the	 needy?	 You	 decide!	
What	have	you	learned	about	praying	Scripture?	Put	it	into	practice	
today,	reflect	on	Luke	8	and	pray	earnestly.	
	

Additional	Readings:	Mark	4:35‐41;	Mark	5:1‐20	
 
 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 
	

Read	Joshua	5	
	

TAI	&	PP:	Joshua	leads	the	people	in	a	dramatic	pause	now	before	
the	 quest	 to	 take	 the	 Promised	 Land.	 This	 pause	 enables	 the	
renewal	 of	 the	 covenant	 relationship	 with	 God	 through	 two	
outward	 evidences:	 what	 are	 they?	 What	 are	 the	 two	 NT	
ordinances	we	practice	today,	as	a	biblically	faithful	church,	which	
correspond	 to	 these	 two	OT	 rites?	 Faith	 Groups:	 this	 is	 a	 superb	
time	to	discuss	our	practice	of	baptism	(the	immersion	in	water	of	
those	who	have	declared	 their	personal	 faith	 in	 Jesus	Christ)	 and	
the	 Lord’s	 Supper	 (the	 bread	 and	 juice	 which	 remind	 us	 of	 the	
cross	of	Christ).	Who	is	the	Commander	of	the	Lord’s	army?		
			Pray	 for	 Pastor	 Dana	 preaching	 on	 this	 chapter.	 Pray	 for	 our	
church	in	these	days	of	change:	for	our	Master	Planning	team,	Elder	
Council	 and	 subteams,	 pastors	 and	 staff.	 Ask	 that	 Jesus	 Christ	 be	
magnified	as	Commander	of	the	Lord’s	army	among	us!	
	

 
	


