
FAITH BIBLE READING 
Apr 24-30, 2017 

 

     At Faith Baptist Fellowship, we Love God’s Word and Prayer 
(Ephesians 6:17-18)! Take the ‘sword of the Spirit’ (God’s Word) 
and persevere in prayer! 
     Our plan for 2017 will take you through the key stories of the Bible 
in one year. The plan calls for reading one chapter of Scripture a day for 
six days. There will also be additional readings from two other passages 
that are key cross references to the main chapter. This plan shows how 
the many individual accounts of the Bible make up one interconnected 
story-God’s Story. This reading plan is also online at 
www.ownit365.com. On Sunday, we will have a passage from the 
upcoming Sunday sermon along with questions for Faith Group 
discussion.   
     We suggest having a notebook and pen for answering questions and 
recording your thoughts/insights. Bring this notebook with you to Faith 
Group for discussions and prayer times. Select a quiet place and 
consistent time to read and pray. 
 

Abbreviations: TAI – Think About It | PP – Prayer Points 
 

MONDAY,  APRIL 24 
 
Read Ruth 4 
TAI: What a fun chapter! Oh that cases could be decided this way 
today—with two men sitting down at the gate (“a combined town 
hall and courthouse” ESV Study Bible), grabbing elders as 
witnesses, and settling things with a sandal! How does this story of 
Ruth prepare the way for Jesus Christ? Enjoy the blessing of Naomi 
seeing her ‘misfortune’ turn into gladness and joy, and remember 
that the next time you go through your own hardships. God is 
FAITHFUL! And God sent a Redeemer for you, Jesus. 
 

PP: Praise God that he is able to turn the hardest things into joyful 
good news, including Ruth turning into a key figure in the line that 
will produce Jesus Christ (see Matthew 1:5-6 & 16). Delight in the 
faithfulness of God in your own life, with praise and thanksgiving. 
Thank God also for providing a Redeemer for you, Jesus, the one 
who came to deliver you from your sins and give you eternal life.  
Pray for those going through Naomi-like hardships. 
Additional readings: Matthew 22:23-33, Matthew 1:1-6 



 

TUESDAY, APRIL 25 
 

Read 1 Samuel 1 
 

TAI: It is no surprise that having two wives turns into a rivalry. 
What is unique about Hannah? Have you ever prayed so fervently 
someone thought you were drunk? Where does the name Samuel 
come from? Ponder her devotion, “As long as he lives, he is lent to 
the Lord.” Do you have that attitude toward your children (or 
possessions, or time, or money, or abilities)? Be sure to read 
Hannah’s prayer in the next chapter.  
 

PP: Pray through Hannah’s prayer in 2:1-11, making her prayer 
your own. Praise our faithful God for being good and doing good, 
believing that in the end he will fulfill all his promises. Bring your 
own petitions to the Lord also, your requests and desires and 
dreams. Pray with wholehearted passion for these things! Submit 
all you are and have to your heavenly Father for his kingdom use. 
    Pray for our nation and its leaders. Ask God for leaders who pray. 
 

Additional readings: 1 Samuel 2:1-11; Philippians 4:6-7 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26 
 

Read 1 Samuel 2:12-21 
 

TAI: What was the problem with Eli’s sons? How did they 
desecrate the worship of the people? Contrast Eli’s wicked sons 
with what was happening with Samuel. This is powerful 
storytelling—what is God preparing to do? How did Hannah’s love 
continue toward her son even though he lived apart from her, 
serving the Lord? How did God in turn bless Hannah greatly?  
 

PP: Parents, pray for your children to know God! If you are not a 
parent, nevertheless pray for our FBF families to nurture their 
children in God’s word and the gospel. Pray by name for children 
and youth that you know personally. As we prayed yesterday, 
submit all you are and have to our heavenly Father for his use. Pray 
in light of any lessons that apply to you. Pray for the babies, at least 
six of them!, who will be dedicated to the Lord on Mother’s Day! 
 
Additional Readings: 1 Samuel 3; Psalm 99:6-7 



 

THURSDAY, APRIL 27 
 

Read 1 Samuel 2:22-36 

TAI: How was Eli a weak father? What was the result? Though Eli 
seemed to have no influence on his sons, nevertheless his warning 
to them was true—what was that warning? Seriously consider the 
prophetic word that was brought to Eli. How were things going to 
drastically change? Think about lessons from this chapter that 
apply to your life. 
 

PP: Pray for fathers who will be men of faith as well as “tough and 
tender” in their loving influence in the home. Pray for children who 
will heed the warnings of their parents and seek to walk in the 
obedience of faith. Pray for the many children and youth in our 
nation who are neglected, unloved, abused, and ill-treated. Pray for 
those who are orphaned and alone. Cry out to God for a change in 
the atmosphere of our country with regard to children! Confess the 
twin sins of sexual iniquity and abortion in our land.  
 

Additional Readings: 1 Samuel 3&4; 1 Kings 2:26-27 
 

FRIDAY, APRIL 28 
 

Read 1 Samuel 5 
TAI: So many people today think “all religions are the same.” Such 
thinking would assume there is no difference between Dagon and 
the God of Israel and his ark. The Philistines thought they could 
treat the ark like other spoils of war. How did they learn 
differently? How does the glory of God and his gospel declare its 
uniqueness in our day? What do you suppose would be the 
response if you read this chapter to a non-believing friend?  
 

PP: Pray for those people who assume all religion is the same. Ask 
God to reveal his glory to them in Jesus Christ. Praise God for the 
true uniqueness of the gospel, that there is “one God and one 
mediator between God and man, Jesus Christ” and that Jesus alone 
is “the way, the truth, and the life.” Pray by name for lost people in 
your sphere of influence who need to awaken to the glory of Christ, 
your Sacred 7 and others. Pray for awakening in our land. 
 

Additional Readings:  1 Samuel 6; Psalm 115:3-8 



  

SATURDAY APRIL 29 
 

Read 1 Samuel 7 
 

TAI: The people of God had syncretized their faith: they had mixed 
it with other gods and idols and beliefs. This was a grave mistake. 
What did Samuel command Israel to do? Note Samuel’s earnest 
prayer on behalf of the people. How did God answer his prayer? 
What was the result? What does Ebenezer mean? What stones have 
you erected in your life to remind you of God’s faithfulness and 
grace toward you? Why do we so often forget God’s help to us?  
 

PP: Remember v. 8 always. “Do not cease to cry out to the Lord our 
God for us.” Right now, cry out to the Lord our God, in the name of 
Jesus, for all of your greatest concerns. Worry? Bring it to the Lord! 
Troubles? Bring them to the Lord! Cry out to him for our church, 
and for the ministry of the gospel around the world. Thank God for 
the Ebenezer stones in your life, the track record of God’s faithful 
care and provision for you and your family.  Pray for revival in the 
churches of our country. 
 
Additional Readings: 1 Samuel 8; Hosea 13:9-11 

 
SUNDAY, APRIL 30 
 

Read Acts 6:1-8 and I Timothy 3:8-13 
 
 

TAI & PP: Today is an important day for our church. Three vitally 
important directives will be presented to the body by the Elder 
Council at the middle-hour quarterly meeting. The pastors and 
elders have been discussing some of the items for more than a year.  
   One of the directives has to do with the development of a 
diaconate. That’s why in our services today Pastor Dana will begin 
a short series on the servant-hearted ministry of deacons and 
deaconesses as observed in the New Testament. Perhaps you have 
these kinds of merciful and grace-giving gifts.  
   Ask God for wisdom for our church leaders as they move in these 
three directions. Pray about what part you might have in these 
things. Ask God to increase our Kingdom Impact as a church, all to 
his glory and honor. What a gospel! What a God! 
 

 


